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Annual pancake breakfast is tonight
A free late-night breakfast is planned for SWOSU 
students tonight before fall semester finals begin.
The pancake and sausage breakfast will be held 
from 10-12 midnight tonight in the Memorial Student 
Center.
All SWOSU students are invited and encouraged to 
attend.
The President's Breakfast is hosted by SWOSU 
President John Hays and other administrative staff, 
who fixes and serves the meal.
Frank Warren talks to Students during his Panorama appearance on 
Nov. 19. (Staff Photo By Jordan Richison)




"Hi. My name's Frank. I collect secrets," said an 
unassuming thin man standing on a platform jutting out 
into the audience of the Fine Arts Center.
"Sometimes when we keep secrets, that secret is 
actually keeping us," said Frank Warren, creator of the 
PostSecret project.
Warren recently visited campus as part of the 
Panorama series to discuss his journey with the mail-art 
phenomenon. PostSecret began in 2004 when Warren 
handed out about 3,000 postcards to strangers asking 
them to mail the cards back with a secret on the postcard.
To date, Warren has received hundreds of thousands 
of postcards and continues at the rate of about 1,000 per 
week.
Audience members included people from Kansas 
and Arkansas. When Warren asked how many of the 
people attending had mailed postcards to his home 
in Germantown, Md., hands raised throughout the
(see Warren on page 2)
Library helps students handle finals
By Ethan Sperle
Sta f f  Reporter
With finals on the horizon, 
students can make themselves at 
home in the A1 Harris Library.
The annual "Nightmare Before 
Christmas" will be a way for students 
to get away from distractions and 
prepare for their dreaded finals.
"As the name implies, the 
nightmare refers to the task of 
studying and taking finals before
Christmas break," said Jason Dupree, 
head of public services.
The news room area of the library 
will be decorated with images from 
Tim Burton's "The Nightmare Before 
Christmas," and refreshments such 
as hot chocolate, coffee, cookies and 
other study foods will be provided 
by the library.
Refreshments will be provided 
Dec. 9-10 and Dec. 13-15 from 8 p.m. 
to close. This year will mark the fifth 
year for the library to host this event.
Students may also check out the 
three displays in the library.
The northeast display showcases 
the latest national award-winning 
books, announced just before 
Thanksgiving, the southwest display 
offers looks at holiday foods and 
traditions, while the front door 
display case highlights the 150th 
anniversary of Darwin's "On the 
Origin of Species."
Students may check out any 
materials placed on the displays.
Theatre department receives nominations
Southwestern Theatre was 
recently honored by receiving 
nominations for the Regional 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival (KCACTF) for both 
of its fall productions.
Kid-Simple: A Radio Play in the 
Flesh and The Grove at the Gate:
A Rashomon Tale were nominated 
by representatives of the regional 
committee of KCACTF. The full 
committee will meet December 
4-6 to select a slate of productions 
to advance to the regional festival 
which will be held at the end of 
February, 2010.
Steve Strickler, director of the 
productions, said it is quite an 
honor for the university to receive 
this type of recognition since
both productions were chosen for 
consideration. As of December 1, 
there were only 19 productions 
that received this honor out of all 
of the participating colleges and 
universities in a six-state region 
comprised of Oklahoma, Texas, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico 
and Missouri.
The SWOSU theatre department 
has had the privilege of moving 
to the regional level four different 
times.
Strickler said the goals of the 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival are to:
* encourage, recognize, 
and celebrate the finest and 
most diverse work produced in 
university and college theater
programs;
* provide opportunities 
for participants to develop their 
theater skills and insight; and 
achieve professionalism;
* improve the quality of 
college and university theater in 
America;
* encourage colleges and 
universities to give distinguished 
productions of new plays, 
especially those written by 
students; the classics, revitalized or 
newly conceived; and experimental 
works.
SWOSU has actively 
participated in KCACTF for many 
years. This is the 12th year that 
SWOSU has received a nomination 
to the regional festival.
Steaming Cup of Love benefit concert brews up success
From Left to Right: Junior Eric Martin 
and seniors Jonna May, Phil Maucieri and 
Stephen Myers perform last Thursday 
at The Cup in downtown Weatherford 
during the Steaming Cup of Love Benefit 
Concert. The concert, put on by the 
Southwestern Communication association 
in coordination with Collegiate Activities 
Board, helped raise money for the Cindy 
Carley Memorial Scholarship Fund. Also 
assisting with the event was Hayley 
Schaffer, Patricia Snyder, Red Patterson, 
Kasey McKay, Natalie Hopper, Kasha 
Burdge and Dr. Robin Jones. (Staff Photo 
By Jordan Richison)
The O ne T hing You 
N eed to  Know
Art students have an exhibit of works 
currently on display in the art building. 
Students in the Upper Level Painting 
and Drawing classes taught by E.K. 
Jeong are displaying their works through mid- 
January. The public is invited to view the works.
C onversation
Starters
A lorry driver was pulled up by police in 
China - after driving for hundreds of miles 
with a sheet of cardboard covering his 
broken windscreen. 
Mr Li drove by sticking his head out of the 
side window - in freezing conditions - or by peer­
ing through tiny holes in the cardboard, reports
China News Network. 
Source: ananova.com
Indonesian police arrested a man accused of smug­
gling 10 rare kangaroos by boat from New Guinea 
island, an official said Saturday.
Source: msnbc.msn.com
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Brian Adler, director of public relations & marketing 
at Southwestern, was awarded the Natalea Watkins 
Communicator of the Year Award during the recent 
Oklahoma College Public Relations Association (OCPRA) 
and Communicators Council fall workshop and luncheon 
held in Tulsa. Making the presentation is Seminole State 
College Vice President Lana Reynolds, who was a member 
of the selection committee.
Adler wins 
state award
Brian Adler, director of public relations & marketing 
at Southwestern, was awarded the Natalea Watkins 
Communicator of the Year Award during the Oklahoma 
College Public Relations Association and Communicators 
Council workshop and luncheon held Nov. 18 in Tulsa.
OCPRA presents the "Communicator of the Year 
Award" to honor a communications professional from 
one of the state's colleges and universities—both public 
and private two-year and four-year institutions—whose 
service and leadership have set a high standard for 
others. The award, a Remington sculpture from the 
Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, is named in honor of retired 
OSU Director of Communications Natalea Watkins.
Adler has worked in Oklahoma Higher Education for 
over two decades. Active in various community, civic 
and professional organizations, Adler is a past president 
of the Weatherford Area Chamber of Commerce and 
currently serves on the executive committee of the Vision 
2020 program for Weatherford. He serves as chair of the 
Weatherford Hotel/M otel Tax Advisory Committee.
He has twice served as chairman of the Oklahoma 
State Regents Communicators Council and is a past 
president of the OCPRA. He is active in many areas at 
SWOSU.
Professor receives grant from NASA
SWOSU students (from left) Daniel Houk, Chris Parton and Jarred Bechtel prepare for the 
first-ever First Tech Challenge (FT C) Regional Robotics Competition being hosted by SWOSU 
on December 5 in Weatherford. SWOSU recently received a grant from the Oklahoma NASA 
Space Consortium to help with the event, the first-ever in Oklahoma.
Southwestern and 
Madeline Baugher, 
an instructor in 
the Department of 
Entrepreneurship & 
Computer Systems, 
recently received a $4,183 
grant from the Oklahoma 
NASA Space Consortium 
through the University of 
Oklahoma to fund, in part, 
the First Tech Challenge 
(FTC) Regional Robotics 
Competition hosted by 
SWOSU on Dec. 5.
The grant allowed 
SWOSU to provide the 
sanctioned event fee in 
order to host the regional 
competition for high school 
teams. This upcoming FTC 
event will be the first FTC- 
sanctioned event to be held 
in Oklahoma.
SWOSU FTC Robotics 
Competition Director 
Brad Fitzgerald said teams 
will build and program 
a robot to compete in the 
tournament. The robots 
must be able to pick up 
balls and shoot them into 
goals to score points.
Founded in 1989,
FIRST's (For the Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science 
and Technology) primary 
purpose is to encourage 
youth to become interested 
in the science and
technology fields. FIRST 
provides various novel 
programs to motivate 
youth to work towards 
educational degrees 
and careers in science, 
technology, engineering 
and math. These programs 
also attempt to build self­
confidence, knowledge 
and life skills. Youth 
teams build robots to 
solve particular problems 
and compete against 
themselves and other 
teams.
Res Life Update
U pcom ing Events
Dec. 14 - C offee /S tudy  Party  a t S tew art Hall
TBD - Poker T o u rn am en t a t Neft Hall
Make a Friend!
G et to  know  a s tu d e n t w ho  lives 
right dow n th e  hall!
Name: H eath Epley 
SWOSU Home: Rogers 
Classification: Junior 
Major: Music Education 
Favorite Movie: The N otebook  
Favorite Bands: M ayday Parade, Forever th e  
Sickest Kids, All Time Low, and  Taylor Swift 
W hat d o  you love m o st a b o u t R esidence Life 
a t SWOSU? I en joy  g e ttin g  to  hang  o u t a t th e  
fron t desk  w ith all my friends. There is always 
so m eth in g  fun go ing  on and  I never g e t bored. 
W hat d o  you d o  in your free tim e? I love playing 
my guitar, playing v ideo  gam es, and  spen d in g  
tim e w ith my girlfriend.
Res Room Recipes
Breakfast in a M ug 
Ingredients:
1 tb s p  b u tte r  1 d ash  salt
1 tb s p  milk or w a te r  1 slice b aco n , cooked  
1-2 e g g  (op tional)
1 d ash  p e p p e r  S h red d ed  c h e e se
Preparation & Cooking Instructions:
Place b u tte r  in 12 oz. m icrow ave-safe  m ug  or 
sm all bow l. M icrow ave on  High 30-45 seco n d s , 
or until m elted . Add egg(s), milk, sa lt an d  p ep p er. 
Stir or w h ip  w ith  a fork. M icrow ave 1 e g g  on 
High 35-45 seco n d s; 2 eg g s, 1 m in u te  15 sec o n d s  
to  1 m in u te  45 se c o n d s  or until e g g s  b eg in  to  
se t, stirring  w ith  fork to  b reak  a p a r t  a fte r half o f 
th e  tim e. R em ove e g g s  w h e n  th e y  a re  still so ft 
an d  m oist (you m ay have to  play w ith  th e  tim e, 
d e p e n d in g  on  your m icrow ave). Let s ta n d  a b o u t 2 
m inu tes. W hile e g g s  a re  s ta n d in g , c ru m b le  b acon  
an d  a d d  to  eg g s. Eggs will firm up  w hile  s tan d in g . 
If desired , sp rink le  w ith  sh re d d e d  c h e e se  du rin g  
s ta n d in g  tim e.
Spotlight Event
The Coffee/Study Party at Stewart Hall!
Take a finals s tu d y  b reak  a n d  c o m e  h an g  o u t w ith  
us on  D ecem b er 14th in th e  S tew art Hall lobby! 
We will have  teas , cocoas, an d  lots o f flavored 
coffees for you to  c h o o se  from  w hile  you give 
your brain a little rest. We will b e  h an g in g  o u t 
from  8 pm  until 2 am  so p o p  in or stay  a w hile  
w hile  w e  g e a r u p  to  ace  all o u r tests!
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Notable celebrity deaths headline tragic 2009
By Jordan Richison 
News Editor______
This year has been full of high 
and lows on many fronts that will be 
remembered for many things both 
good and bad. Among the things 
that this year will go down in the 
books for is such things as the bad 
US Economy, the Swine Flu, another 
Yankees World Series Title, Tim 
Tebow being the most ballyhooed 
College QB in history, Octomom, 
Snuggies, John and Kate, the Twilight 
phenomenon and Twitter. But another 
sad and unfortunate thing the year 
2009 will go down for is the year for 
notable celebrity deaths. The year 
2009 had more of it's share of widely 
known celebrity deaths that made 
major headlines then ever for. Below 
is a list of some of the notable people 
who left us this year.
Michael Jackson -  The King of Pop 
was hands down the biggest celebrity 
death of the year and perhaps of all 
time with all the media coverage that 
it garnered this summer.
Farrah Fawcett -  The Former 
Charlie Angels star will forever be 
remembered for her iconic swimsuit 
poster in the 1970's
Patrick Swayze -  The actor will 
forever be remembered for his iconic 
role in the 1987 classic Dirty Dancing
John Hughes -  The W riter/Director 
will forever be remembered as the 
man who brought us some of the 
most iconic movies in pop history. 
Among his most notable films he 
directed or wrote are Ferris Bueller's 
Day Off, The Breakfast Club, Sixteen 
Candles and Home Alone.
Ed McMahon -  The former Tonight 
Show with Johnny Carson sidekick 
will be remembered by many in our 
generation for his role as Star Search 
host and as the spokesman for the 
Publishers Clearing House.
Ted Kennedy -  The US Senator from 
Massachusetts and brother of former 
US President John F. Kennedy was 
highly regarded for his work on 
health care creating a bill for handicap
accessible areas in public places.
Bea Arthur -  The actress will forever 
be known for her role on the show 
Golden Girls
Wayman Tisdale -  The Oklahoman 
icon will go down as not only as a 
award winning jazz musician, but 
as the greatest Basketball player 
in University of Oklahoma history 
where he was and still is the only 
player in college basketball history to 
be named an first team All-American 
his Freshman, Sophomore and Junior 
year.
Harry Kalas -  The longtime voice of 
the Philladelphia Phillies will be most 
known to many generations as the 
voice of the iconic NFL Films.
Steve McNair- The former star NFL 
QB will forever be remembered for 
his near Super Bowl comeback victory 
drive in 1999 when his Tennessee 
Titans fell one yard short of tying the 
score on the last play of the game
Students showcase YouTube talent
By Logan Sides
S ta ff Reporter__
The Jefferson Jerks is one of several locally-produced YouTube videos that have gained 
popularity.
SWOSU students were 
recently asked "what's 
your favorite YouTube 
video?" The result is a 
YouTube playlist called 
"SWOSU Favorites" that 
can be found online at 
www.youtube.com.
The list includes music 
videos, skits, T.V. shows, 
sports highlights, and 
painful embarrassments 
for the whole world to see.
In this list are also 
some SWOSU homebrew 
creations.
"Jefferson Jerks," 
submitted by Delvin 
Sirleaf, features Jefferson 
Hall residents Nyema, 
Delvin, Gepo, and JJ dancing 
in the dorm.
"The New Roommate," 
submitted by Dillion 
Young spoofs Geico's latest 
commercial campaign. 
Young said the video 
started out as something 
funny for his family, but 
decided it was too funny 
not to post.
Music videos are very 
popular, ranging from 
Beyonce to The Lonely 
Island.
Zac Haigh, a freshman 
communication major from
Bethany, accesses YouTube 
every day.
"I wake up. Get on 
Facebook and then get on 
YouTube."
Skit comedy users like 
"Barats and Bereta" and 
"Balloon Shop" update 
their page frequently with 
new material.
One epic Barry Sanders 
highlight is thrown into 
the mix.
H ilarity  ensues 
once view ers start to 
w atch  "Scarlet takes a 
tum ble," "D avid  after 
the dentist," and  "The 
Turtlem an."
The popular video 
sharing website is only 
four years old, but has 
reached millions of people. 
A person can submit his or 
her own videos or enjoy 
the productions of others.
With such a deep diversity 
of users, YouTube connects 
many people to their 
interests.
According to their website, 
20 hours of video is 
uploaded to YouTube 
every minute. Since 
merging with Google 
Video, YouTube has 
become the largest online 
video community in the 
world.
Coming up on campus
Wednesday, December 09, 2009
10:00 PM - M idnight President’s Late Night 
Breakfast
Thursday, December 10, 2009 
Final Exams
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM SGA - Student Senate
Friday, December 11, 2009 
Final Exams
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM I E Technology Christmas & 
Awards Banquet
Saturday, December 12, 2009
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM The Beauty and 
Pride of Western Oklahoma
Monday, December 14, 2009 
Final Exams
Tuesday, December 15, 2009 
Final Exams
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM CAB Meeting
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM SGA Cabinet Meeting
Wednesday, December 16, 2009 
Final Exams
10:00 PM Semester break begins
Thursday, December 17, 2009
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Community Coffee
@ First National Bank & Trust
12:00 PM Final grades due
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM SGA - Student Senate
Friday, December 18, 2009 
Semester ends
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Warren from page 1
auditorium. Warren gave a copy of 
his latest book, Confessions on Life, 
Death, & God, to an audience member 
admitting to mailing him a secret. 
Inside the book Warren had written 
"The world needs to hear your 
voice."
At the beginning of the 
project, Warren was 








feels it is 
his job to 
share that trust 
with people 
submitting secrets 
and still directs 
all of the PostSecret 
postcards to his
personal address, joking with the 
audience about how his wife has 
since realized they could never sell 
their home.
Warren also spoke about his 
and PostSecret's involvement with 
Hopeline, a national suicide hotline.
Warren experienced the suicide 
of his friend years ago, and has 
since worked with Hopeline. When 
the band The All-American Rejects 
offered to pay Warren for the rights 
to use PostSecret images for their 
video "Dirty Little Secret," he 
asked the band to instead donate to
Hopeline. They did, and "Dirty Little 
Secret" landed at no. 9 on the US 
Billboard Hot 100 chart.
Suicide awareness is a goal 
o f Warren's, but he 
admits it's not 
an interest of 







disorders, and suicide— 
secrets that are often mailed to
him.
"People always ask about crime," he 
said, although he receives very few 
postcards confessing to crimes.
"By attacking the stigma of suicide 
we could save lives," Warren said.
Warren has reached out to the 
PostSecret community, asking 
members to donate when Hopeline 
was struggling financially. Over 
900 PostSecret followers donated 
$30,000 to help save Hopeline from 
bankruptcy.
PostSecret has since evolved into 
many different forms, including 
a Web site, Facebook and Twitter 
pages, an online community and 
several books. The Web site, www.
postsecret.com, has received over 285 
million visits. Warren said he looks to 
new media to expand the reach of the 
secrets he receives.
Although he welcomes new 
technologies, Warren worked with 
secrets in more primitive ways before 
the inception of PostSecret. Warren 
photocopied his hand and left cryptic 
messages and antique stamps inside 
glass bottles, anonymously throwing 
them into Clopper Lake in Seneca 
Creek State Park in Maryland. The 
installation, titled "The Reluctant 
Oracle," led to the development 
of PostSecret. Area residents were 
baffled about the bottles, and articles 
about the bottles appeared in local 
and national media including The 
Washington Post.
Many PostSecret followers 
are not familiar with the project 
and Warren speaks infrequently 
about the installation. Warren does 
mention the project on his Web site 
dedicated to PostSecret fans, www. 
postsecretcommunity.com.
"The last message from 'reluctant 
oracle' bore the message, 'You will 
find your answers in the secrets 
of strangers.' The next Sunday the 
PostSecret began," states the Web 
site.
Warren didn't share this particular 
information with the Southwestern 
crowd in November; however, he 
did mention he includes at least 
one of his own secrets in each book. 
Warren's first PostSecret? "I have 
thrown 47 bottles into a lake."
Handmade holiday gifts 
help students save cash
By Madison Rogers
Sta ff Reporter_______
With Christmas around the corner, people are rushing 
to stores to get their Christmas shopping done. You don't 
have to get stuck in busy stores to get someone a great 
gift. There are plenty of fun, homemade gifts that are just 
as good, even better because they're from the heart.
One easy gift idea is to make someone a "coupon 
book". This is a little book that contains different coupons 
that can be redeemed later in time. This is a great gift 
because you can change the coupons to fit the needs 
for the person receiving the gift. It's quick and easy to 
make and the different options for coupons can range 
from chores to making a romantic dinner to a back rub to 
watching a favorite movie.
Another gift idea that's fun to make and is homemade 
is candy cane reindeers. All you need is: candy canes, 
brown pipe cleaner, red or brown pom-poms for the nose, 
googly eyes, and a hot glue gun. This is a festive gift that 
is fun to make and can even be a Christmas ornament. 
You can get mini candy canes and make baby reindeers.
You can get a regular Christmas ball ornament and 
personalize it for the person you are giving it to. You can 
paint or draw on it with permanent markers. Or you can 
use a hot glue gun and glitter. It's a fun gift and it can be 
used every Christmas.
Baking is another homemade gift that people like. You 
can get cookie cutters and icing to add more to it. If you 
want to add some humor you could make muffins with 
a card saying "you're getting muffin for Christmas" or 
fill a baggie with mini marshmallows with a tag saying 
snowman poop.
There are many other do it yourself gifts that you can 
give. For more ideas go to www.craftbits.com.
Unique holiday traditions make family time special
By Tori Nichols
Sta ff Reporter "I don't know how or w h y  
this started, but every year 
m y fam ily  helps me go wash
m y car."
-Hanne Murdoch
It's that time of year again, the "most 
wonderful" time of year, that is. Everyone 
has different reasons for loving the 
holiday season. My favorite part is being 
with family and seeing the looks on their 
faces when they open the gifts that I have 
carefully and lovingly picked out for 
them.
Some people enjoy the food or the music. 
Decorating the Christmas tree or maybe 
going to the movies on Christmas day is a 
pleasure for others.
Whatever your favorite part may 
be, you probably grew to love it out of 
tradition. There are some traditions that 
are celebrated by many across the country 
such as opening presents on Christmas 
morning, and then there are the traditions 
that become more personal and unique to 
a person or a household.
For many families, these traditions can 
be a little wacky and unconventional, 
but always leave the participants in good 
spirits and with memories that are never 
forgotten. These funny rituals may even 
inspire you to try your own new tradition
Grandma Santa
I thought I'd start off by giving you a 
look at my crazy family and one of the 
things I love that we do on the holidays.
I have a very large family, and when 
we celebrate at my dad's house there 
are usually about 20-30 people there 
ranging from the ages of about 1 year to
91 years old.
About three 




up with some 
games for 
us to play 
after we were 
done opening 
presents and eating dinner. She had my 
great grandma (89 years old) sit on a chair 
in the living room, and told all the girls 
that we were going to do a scavenger 
hunt. She had hidden all the pieces to a 
full Santa suit around the house and we 
had to go get them and dress Grandma 
Betty. She was timing us, and when we 
were done, all the boys would compete to 
try to beat our score. It is so hilarious and 
we have been repeating the tradition ever 
since.
Celebrate With a Song
"I go out to Chickasha every Christmas 
to see my mom's side of the family. The 
night starts out normal as we eat dinner 
and open gifts, but after that it gets a little 
crazy. My uncles and cousins hook the 
karaoke machine up in the garage and belt 
out country tunes as other members of 
the family two step to the songs." --Trey 
Haycraft, sophomore SWOSU student
Upside-Down Tree
For 12 years, we've hung our Christmas 
tree upside down. There's no symbolism 
or reason for it. My mother got inspired 
one year by the chandeliers in her
favorite Chinese 
restaurant and 
thought the tree 
would look pretty 
that way. My dad 
drilled holes in 
the wall in our 
high-ceilinged 
living room in 
New Hampshire, 
and we strung it 
up by a wire. We love it so much; we just 
wouldn't have it any other way.
-- Corinn Dembkoski, Charlestown, 
Massachusetts
A Tradition to Dread
"In my family, we had to eat a slice of 
homemade orange bread and drink a glass 
of eggnog before we were able to venture 
out, youngest to oldest, to the family room 
to check out what Santa had brought us. 
What made it extra special was that my 
younger sister HATED eggnog. She and 
my brother David would try to find the 
cup with the least amount of eggnog in 
it. They would try to dum p it down the 
sink. They would bribe others to drink 
it for them. Anything! " --Rachel Fletch, 
California
Sand Angels
Brittany Snow, known for her work in 
Hairspray and John Tucker Must Die, says 
she's from Florida, and is not a fan of 
cold weather. So Snow reveals that when 
she's at home in the Orlando area for the 
holidays, "I love to go to the beach and 
make sand angels."
Family Car Wash
"I don't know how or why this started, 
but every year my family helps me go 
wash my car. I don't usually get around 
to doing it myself and I guess they do it 
to help me out. It's a little strange for a 
Christmas tradition, but it just stuck." -  
Hanna Murdoch, Oklahoma City
Act it Out
"Every year after Thanksgiving dinner, 
my family plays Charades. We all write 
down a movie, song, and book that have 
something to do with Christmas, put it 
in a bowl, and then when it is our turn 
we draw one and act it out. It is so funny 
and gets us in the mood for the Christmas 
holiday to come." -Victoria Massey, 
Oklahoma City
Kick the Tree to the Curb
"One of my favorite traditions at my 
parents' house is -- no kidding -- when my 
dad and I throw the tree out the window. 
When the sad day comes to un-decorate 
the tree -- the sign of the end of Christmas, 
the start of winter blahs -- we're all feeling 
pretty crabby. So instead of dragging it 
back downstairs, we take it onto the small 
balcony on the second floor and throw it 
out into the front yard and drag it to the 
curb from there. I know it sounds loony, 
but tossing the tree out the window gives 
the day a merrier feel, a bit of absurdity 
that makes it more fun. It started as a joke, 
but that's why I think it stuck." -- Claire, 
25, Chicago
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Estrella Lopez, a graphic design maj or, helps 2nd graders make Christmas cards. The Graphic 
Design Student Association recently spent an afternoon making cards with approximately 
80 2nd graders.
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Sports
Sophomore Rob Bennett goes after a loose ball during his 
team's intramural game last week. (Staff Photo By Jordan 
Richison)




With the fall semester coming down the final stretch, 
many students are finding a way to relax and take 
there mind off pending finals. One of the most popular 
activities students are participating in this semester to 
unwind a little from school is Intramural Basketball.
The fall season started the week after fall break and 
concluded the week before finals. Students participating 
had the option to participate in a men's, women's or Co­
Ed league. Each league finished the year in a tournament 
where the winner took home the coveted Intramural 
Championship T-Shirt.
The men's and women's league consisted of teams made 
up of around eight players. The Co-Ed league consisted 
of teams of around four guys and four girls with three 
girls and two guys on the court at all time.
Throughout the season, you cold tell many students 
enjoyed participating in the action because it gave them 
a chance to re-live their high school glory days on the 
hardwood. Some of the students participating were just 
doing it to have fun and be with friends, but others let 
their competitive nature take over taking each game 
serious.
One of the fun things about Intramurals was seeing all 
the names students came up with for their teams. Among 
the variety of names people chose this season was Purple 
Cobras based off the popular comedy "Dodgeball," That 
Team, Lightning Boltz and the Hemoglobin Trotters.
Two other teams went creative and reached back to their 
childhood to pick their team name. "The Monstars," a 
Co-Ed team and "The Toonsquad," a men's league team 
picked their names to honor the 1996 Michael Jordan film 
"Space Jam."
But the most ironic name, yet creative name of all the 
team names was the "Shankapotamus," a team consisting 
of members of the SWOSU men's golf team.
Now Intramurals wasn't just for players to relax and 
unwind, but it was also a chance for their friends to 
unwind as well and cheer them and as they compete. 
Many teams had fanbases that were their every game 
cheering them and encouraging them on throughout the 
game.
Now sometimes their were fans of some teams who 
got a little out of hand with rude behavior and obscene 
comments, but for the most part most fans in attendance 
their were good sports and just encouraged everyone 
because they knew it was all for fun.
For those who didn 't get the chance to play this semester, 
don't worry because basketball season will start up again 
the first of next semester. So get your team together, 
practice your jumpshot because SWOSU Intramural 
Basketball is "Where Amazing Happens."
Three seniors to play 
in East Coast Bowl
PETERSBURG, Va. -  Three 
Southwestern football 
players were selected to 
play in the 2009 East Coast 
Bowl Game, a contest 
designed for NCAA 
Division I-AA, II, III and 
NAIA draft eligible seniors 
who have excelled at their 
respective program.
Wide receiver Johnathar 
Haggerty, tight end Joe 
Sawyer and cornerback Jefi 
Lemon have all accepted 
invitations to play in the 
all-star game that took 
place on Saturday, Nov. 28 
in Petersburg, Virginia.
Haggerty, a native of 
Dallas, Texas, ended 2009 
with a school-record 54 
catches while totaling 748 
yards and six touchdowns. 
He ended his career as 
SWOSU's all-time leader 
in a number of categories 
including most receptions 
(173), yards (2,726) and 
touchdowns (23). He 
caught passes for over 100 
yards or more in six career 
games, including his last 
one when he caught 11 
passes for 136 yards and 
one touchdown against 
LSC North champ Texas 
A&M-Commerce.
Sawyer, from Ogden, 
Utah, again finished 
among the top tight ends 
in the conference catching
36 passes for 343 yards 
and one touchdown. A 
transfer from Snow Junior 
College, Sawyer caught 
86 passes for 862 yards 
and six touchdowns in his 
two-year career with the 
Bulldogs.
Lemon, a native of 
Columbus, Ga., played 
two seasons for SWOSU 
after transferring from 
the College of Dupage.
He led the Bulldogs in 
interceptions each year and 
finished with eight in  his 
career, including five as a 
junior. He finished with 
61 career tackles while 
starting in 20 of 22 games.
The East Coast Bowl 
game has quickly become 
a Thanksgiving tradition 
in Petersburg area and 
will be played at Historic 
Cameron Field. The 
selection committee 
gathered nominations from 
schools in just about all 50 
states, which eventually 
was narrowed down to the 
top 75 Division I-FCS, II, III 
and NAIA athletes.
The game itself is set-up 
as a scholarship event, 
with all of the revenue 
generated going into 
a fund for a local high 
school senior who plans on 
attending a Division I-FCS, 
II or III college.
Men lose to 
ACU in overtime
second straight overtime 
loss for Bulldogs
ABILENE, Texas -  
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University battled, 
scrambled and did a 
number of things well but 
were unable to emerge 
with a victory losing to 
Abilene Christian 88-87 in 
overtime Saturday.
The Bulldogs, who 
two nights earlier lost to 
Angelo State in overtime, 
fell to 2-5 on the season. 
SWOSU will next play at 
home Tuesday against Paul 
Quinn, an NAIA opponent 
from Dallas, Texas. Tipoff 
is at 7 p.m.
Damian Henderson 
scored a season-best 27 
points for the Bulldogs, 
including hitting a number 
of important shots late to 
keep SWOSU in the game. 
Henderson converted a 
three-point play with 18 
seconds left in overtime to 
give SWOSU it's last lead 
at 87-86.
ACU, which improved 
to 4-2 with the victory, got 
the game winner seconds 
later when Dosh Sims 
scored in close to put the 
Wildcats up 88-87 with 
seven seconds to play. 
Dustin Heiman led ACU in 
scoring with 20 points.
SWOSU had one final 
chance but Charleston 
Flemmings bounced his 
three-point attempt off the 
rim at the final buzzer.
The Bulldogs controlled
much of the game in the 
early going leading by as 
many as 11 points in the 
first half before taking a 
33-27 lead at the break.
The lead again reached 
twin figures through the 
opening minutes of the 
second half before ACU 
started its charge.
The Wildcats took their 
first lead when Vladimir 
Gavranic made a three 
pointer to put ACU up 
51-50 with 12:17 to play. 
ACU's lead eventually 
grew to five points before 
SWOSU's Ross Moore got 
hot in the closing minutes 
of regulation.
Moore scored on a layup 
to bring SWOSU to within 
three points at 76-73. Hen 
then knocked down a three 
pointer to put SWOSU in 
front 78-77 with 24 seconds 
to play.
ACU sent the game 
into overtime when Abby 
Kabba hit one of two free 
throws tying the game at 
78 with 10 seconds to play. 
SWOSU had a chance for 
the final shot but turned 
the ball over with three 
seconds on the clock.
Henderson was joined 
in  double figures by Curtis 
Nickson who had his 
highest scoring game of the 
year with 19 points. Moore 
added 14 and Charleston 
Flemmings finished with 
12 for the Bulldogs.
Lady Bulldogs end 
road trip with loss
ABILENE, Texas -  Southwestern Oklahoma State ended 
its two-game road swing through the state of Texas with 
an 86-66 loss at Abilene Christian Saturday. The Bulldogs, 
who were beaten Friday by Angelo State, lost both games 
on the swing and stand at 0-7 for the season.
SWOSU put three players in double figures against 
ACU with Courtney Harper leading the way with 14 
points. Jenna Sprague added 11 and Natasha Brown 
finished with 10.
ACU, which improved to 4-3 with the win, was led 
by Jody Meyer who had a big game with 20 points and a 
LSC season-best 25 rebounds.
The Bulldogs had a difficult time shooting the ball 
from all distances. SWOSU finished the game making 
38% of its shots on 29-of-76 attempts from the field. 
SWOSU was 5-of-19 for 26% from three-point range and 
five-of-11 for 45% from the free throw stripe.
ACU ended the game making 47% of its shots on 
30-of-64 attempts. The Wildcats were 20-of-30 from the 
stripe and out rebounded SWOSU by a 58-30 margin.
SWOSU trailed 40-28 at the half but chipped away at 
the Wildcats' lead through the opening minutes of the 
second half. Harper got the Bulldogs within nine points 
with a three-pointer at the 14:47 mark to cut ACU's 
advantage to 49-40.
The Bulldogs crept closer after baskets by Sprague and 
Lucy Livingston trimmed ACU's lead to 55-50 with 10:36 
to play. ACU then answered by scoring seven straight 
points and carried a double-figure advantage to the final 
buzzer.
SWOSU will next play in action Saturday night against 
nationally-ranked West Texas A&M. Tipoff is set for 6 




6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Women's 
Basketball vs West Texas A&M 
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. West Texas A&M
12.14.09
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Women's 
Basketball vs. Eastern New Mexico 
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. Eastern New Mexico
12.17.09
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball vs. Rhema Bible
12.19.09
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Women's 
Basketball @ Tarleton State TX 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball @ Tarleton State TX 
Monday, December 21, 2009 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Women's 
Basketball @ Midwestern State TX 
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM Men's Basket­
ball @ Midwestern State TX
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1. W as attired in 
5 . Escape
8. H istorical periods
12. Ends a prayer
13. A  clique
15. Peddle





23. 52 in R om an numerals
24. Departure 
26. D isengage 
29. Tranquil
3 1 . M usic w ith jazzlike riffs
32. Ballroom  dance 
34. Film
36. P ledge 
38. R ent
40. Sea-based armed forces
4 1 . N orm al
4 3 . Perpendicular to the keel
45. G o lf ball support
4 6 . A  short trip to do a task 
4 8 . A  sliding container
50. Basilica area
5 1 . O ttom an officer
52. A m erican Sign Language 
54. Perceive w hat isn't there
6 1 . Be in an agitated em otional state
63. N ot smooth
64. Smile
65. Indolent
66. French for "Room"
6 7 . Told an untruth
68. Sword
69. G o through the air





1 . D r y  r iv e r b e d
2 . P o r ten t
3 . C o r a l  r id g e
4 .  S ig n  u p
5 . M a g m a
6 . A d j o in
7 .  F r e n c h  S u d a n , t o d a y  
S . S
9 .  S tart u p  a g a in
1 0 . S e a w e e d
1 1 . T h ic k  s l ic e
1 3 . P r o v o k in g  la u g h te r
1 4 . F la t  
2 0 .  V io le n t  d is tu r b a n c e
2 1 . T e s t
2 5 . R e l ig io u s  f ig u r e
2 6 . Im p e r ia l d e c r e e
2 7 . M a k e  in to  a c i t iz e n
2 8 . W o r k  d o u g h
2 9 . M o d e le d
3 0 . F r o g m a n
3 1 . F o r m e r  F r e n c h  c o in
3 3 . P rattle
3 5 . C e n te r  o f  a h u r r ic a n e  
3 7 .  A n g e l i c  in s tr u m en t  
3 9 . O ta lg ia
4 2 .  W h ip  
4 4 .  W is e  m e n  
4 7 . A p p r o a c h e s  
4 9 .  F in a g le
5 2 .  C o m p e te n t
5 3 .  D e te r g e n t
5 5 . A  u n it  o f  b rea d
5 6 .  Q u ie t  t im e
5 7 .  N o t  p retty
5 8 . O p e r a tic  s o lo
5 9 .  L e v e l
6 0 .  C o n c lu d e s  
6 2 .  C a u s t ic
Sudoku
Sudoku: Number puzzle in which  
numbers must be fit into a 9x9 grid 
such that each numeral appears 
exactly once in each row, column and 
each of nine 3x3 blocks. 
*Answers at the bottom of this page.*







































off the mark  by Mark Parisi
w w w . o f f t h e m a r k . c o m
Answers
